
Year 4 Multiplication 
Check  
Parent Meeting



New Primary School Multiplication 
Check Explained 

Primary-school children are expected to know all their times tables up to 12x12. 
Under the current National Curriculum, children are supposed to know their times 
tables by the end of Year 4. From June 2020 pupils will be tested on this 
knowledge. 



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GhAJMJUsAac&index
=2&list=PL6gGtLyXoeq9eWA31dGs2RmsAM8jDhDXs&t
=3s
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Which children will sit the multiplication check?

 The times tables test will be introduced in English schools only. It will be taken by 
children in Year 4, in the summer term (in June).  It will be compulsory for all English 
schools.  

How will children be tested? 
Children will be tested using an on-screen check, where they will have to answer 
25 multiplication questions against the clock (6 seconds per question). 



What if a child doesn't do well in the multiplication check?

There will be 25 questions on the multiplication tables up to 12x12. There will be no 
"pass mark" and no child will "fail" the test. Multiplication facts will be the only 
things tested (there will be no problem-solving in the check).  The DfE says the 
purpose of the check is to help teachers identify which children are falling behind 
and target areas where they’re not being given a chance to succeed.  School-level 
results won't be made publicly available or be used in league tables.



Learning Times Tables 
 This diagram shows the 144 times 
tables multiplication facts that every 
child needs to commit to memory.  
Children need to be able to recall any 
times tables answer within two or 
three seconds. This leaves no time for 
counting the way up to the answer 
from 2x, 3x, 4x etc. – the answer has 
to ‘pop’ out of memory pretty much 
instantly.



National curriculum expectations



How are we supporting pupils in class?
- Daily practise of multiplication tables
- 3 x per week paper based tables worksheets
- 1 x per week studio mode on Times Table Rockstars
- 1 x per week soundcheck on Times Table Rockstars (this mimics the algorithm 

that will be used in the check). 
- Use of heatmaps from Times Table Rockstars to diagnose gaps in pupil’s 

knowledge. 



Useful Tips
- Stick to one table at a time to minimise confusion.  
- Start with chanting and writing them out slowly in order.  
- Then move on to completing the answers quickly in order – on paper or 

verbally with your child.  
- Finally, move on to completing the answers in any order.  
- Keep reminding your child that 3 x 4 is the same as 4 x 3 (commutative) – this 

effectively halves the number of tables facts that need to be learnt.
- Each table has a square number 3 x 3, 7 x 7 etc. These are special numbers 

that can act as a memory hook – emphasise them!  
- Talk about the numbers as you are encountering them “ 5 x 7 = 35 that’s our 

house number” – this makes more memory hooks.



Games to try at home… Super Fingers!
This is a game for two players. The game is basically a version of rock, paper, 
scissors but with numbers. Two players count to 3 and then make a number using 
their fingers. Both players then have to multiply both numbers together and the 
quickest wins



Games to try at home… Multiplication 
Snap!
You will need a deck of cards for this game. 

1. Flip over the cards as though you are playing snap. 

2. The first to say the fact based on the cards turned over (2 and 3 say 6) gets the 
card. 

3. The person who gets all of the cards wins.



Maths Games online
https://play.ttrockstars.com/auth/school/student

www.topmarks.co.uk 
Hit the Button  https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button 
Coconut Multiples https://www.topmarks.co.uk/times-tables/coconut-multiples 
Maths Fishing  
https://mathsframe.co.uk/en/resources/resource/306/Maths-Fishing-Multiplication

 Mr.DeMaio 
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